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MOTOR INN
Route 2

Shelburne, NH

 Featuring…
 ALL-U-CAN-EAT FRESH MAINE LOBSTER!
 Spit-Roasted Russian Wild Boar!
 Japanese Kobe Beef Tenderloin with Caviar
 Crown Roast of Royal Austrian Venison!
 Wild Caught Arctic Char with Alaskan King Crab
 Chesapeake Bluepoint Oysters Rockefellar
 Champagne Baked Alaska

 OUTSMART THE “WILEY WIZARD” & YOUR DINNER IS FREE!
 Reservations Refused • 466-3315

 It’s UNBELIEVABLE!  Our

 April Fool’s Buffet

 Special Appearance 
 by  Bill Clinton

BERLIN — State Senator John 
Gallus told the city council Monday 
night he supports the proposed Laidlaw 
Environmental biomass project as well 
as the smaller biomass plant proposed 
by Clean Power Development. 

“My personal opinion is probably dif-
ferent than most people around this 
table,” Gallus said. “I want Clean Power. 
I want Laidlaw,” he added.

The council has gone on record as 
opposing the proposed 66-megawatt 
Laidlaw plant because of its location on 
the former mill site in the middle of the 
city. The body is supporting Clean Pow-
er’s effort to build its under 30-mega-
watt plant next to the city’s wastewater 
treatment facility.

Councilor David Poulin said the mayor 
sent a letter to Gov. Lynch stressing 
the council’s opposition to the Laidlaw 
project. Councilor Ron Goudreau said 
Lynch indicated he has heard differing 
views from the county delegation.

Gallus said as senator he is not part 
of the county delegation. He said he has 
also not had any discussions with Lynch 
about the Laidlaw project.

“It has nothing really to do with the 
legislature at this point,” he said.

But Gallus said he believes the city 
needs the tax base and jobs the Laidlaw 
project would provide. He said he grew 
up and still lives in Berlin and has seen 
the loss of jobs and out-mitigration of 
young people.

“I have great loyalty to the city of 
Berlin,” he said. “I’d like to see this com-
munity come back.”

The senator said the entire county is 
hurting economically. He said there are 
still people in Groveton who have been 
unable to fi nd work following the closing 
of Groveton Paper Board and Wausau 
Papers and pointed out the Ethan Allen 
furniture plant in Beecher Falls, Vt., is 
struggling. 

“We’ve lost a lot of employers in this 
county,” he said

Gallus said the biomass plants would 
help replace jobs lost in the forest indus-
try. He said he disagrees with the wood 
studies that question whether there is 
enough wood for both plants. He said 
the Groveton and Berlin paper mills 

used a total of 1.2 million tons of low 
grade wood annually when they were 
operating. He said the two biomass 
plants would use less than that fi gure.

Gallus reminded the council that he 
initially sponsored legislation back in 
2006 that would have allowed Public 
Service of N.H. to build a biomass plant 
in the city. The legislature rejected the 
bill.

Gallus said he has also sponsored 
legislation to allow a casino in Berlin as 
a way to generate a lot of jobs for the 
region. That also has not been success-
ful.

“They all love the North Country as 
long as it doesn’t cost them anything,” 
he said.

The state budget is the main topic of 
conversation in Concord, Gallus said, 
and he warned the council to be on guard 
for downshifting of costs from the state 
to local budgets. He said there is a giant 
hole in the governor’s budget and that 
does not include the state retirement 
fund which he said is under funded to 
the tune of $7 billion.

Gallus was critical of the state Depart-
ment of Transportation’s plan to spend 
$11 million on guardrails in Franconia 
Notch and on Route 16 from Conway to 
Gorham. He said the money could be 
better spent on paving projects.

The state is slated to receive $25 mil-
lion in federal stimulus funds for water 
projects. Gallus said communities sub-
mitted proposals for $250 million in 
projects that were shovel ready.

Councilor Dick Lafl eur asked Gallus 
to push to keep funding for the north-
ern part of the Conway bypass. 

Gallus praised the work of Rep. Paul 
Ingersoll in getting his ATV bill passed 
by committee and placed on the consent 
calendar where it normally would have 
passed the House on a voice vote. But 
he reported that Rep. Judith Spang 
pulled the bill off the consent calendar 
and succeeded in killing it. Chair of 
the House Resources, Recreation, and 
Development Committee, Spang earlier 
had refused to waive environmental 
standards for the ATV trail system at 
Jericho Mountain State Park. Ingersoll’s 
bill would have allowed ATV drivers to 
operate on state highway right-of-ways 
in Coos County as a pilot project. 

Gallus tells council he 
supports both biomass plants
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BERLIN — The city and a private 
housing management company with 
local roots have formed a partner-
ship to apply for $6 million in federal 
funds to clean up blighted housing in 
Berlin.

Housing Coordinator André Caron 
told the city council Monday night 
that the public-private partnership 
proposal got a good reaction when it 
was presented to state offi cials last 
week. 

“We seem to have done very well with 
it,” Caron said, noting that Gov. John 
Lynch has decided to come to Berlin to 
tour the four targeted neighborhoods 
this Thursday. The neighborhoods are 
the lower East Side, downtown, Gran-
ite Street, and the area around Notre 
Dame arena.

Berlin is one of fi ve communities 
in the state eligible to receive federal 
Neighborhood Stabilization Funds 

from the U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development. The 
state has $11.6 million set aside to 
to address abandoned, foreclosed, or 
blighted properties in those communi-
ties.

One of the advantages of the funding 
is it can be used for demolition. Caron 
said they are asking for $1 million to 
demolish blighted buildings. He noted 
the city’s tax deeding list has over 70 
properties on it and the city would 
look at tackling some of those. In some 
cases, the city would look at replacing 
a demolished property with a modular 
home that it would turn around and 
sell. 

Caron introduced Kevin Lacasse, 
owner and director of New England 
Family Housing. A native of Berlin, 
Lacasse said he formed NEFH in 2004 
and currently owns and manages 113 
multi-family and commercial units. 
Over the last three years, his com-
pany has purchased over $7 million of 
property and invested close to $3 mil-
lion in rehabilitating 101 residential 
units. The company has done a lot of 

Tim Coulombe and Kevin Lacasse (right) of New England Family Housing are working with the city on 
a proposal to attract federal funding to clean up some of the city’s blighted housing. The two met with 
the city council Monday night. (BARBARA TETREAULT PHOTO) 

Berlin forms partnership to 
clean up blighted housing
Gov. Lynch to tour proposed 
project area Thursday

BY BARBARA TETREAULT
THE BERLIN DAILY SUN

see BLIGHTED page 6

BERLIN/GORHAM — The Berlin-
Gorham Ecumenical Clergy Associa-
tion will be sponsoring both a Good 
Friday and an Easter service.

The Good Friday service, which is 
expected to last for one hour, will be 
held from noon to 1 p.m. at St. Barn-
abas Episcopal Church. St. Barnabas 
is located at the Corner of Main and 
High Streets in Berlin. The service 
will feature a number of local clergy, 
each offering a brief meditation on 
one of the seven last words of Jesus. 

All are most welcome. 
Any questions may be directed to 

The Rev. Fran Gardner, Rector, St. 
Barnabas Episcopal Church at 752-
3504 or to fran@stbarnabasberlin.
org

The Easter Service will be a sunrise 
service at 6 a.m. at Bryant’s Farm on 
Cate’s Hill Road. The Rev. Ray Mitch-
ell, pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, is offi ciating. Questions may 
be directed to Pastor Mitchell at St. 
Paul’s Church 752-1410.

Good Friday, Easter services sponsored 
by Berlin/Gorham Clergy Assoc.

www.berlindailysun.com
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 Restaurant & Pub

128 Main St. Gorham, N.H. 
Call 466-2800 for take-out

Tonight is
Ladies Night
in the lounge
Drink Special

1/2 price appetizers
Free Pool &
Juke Box

 Wednesday
 Mexican/ A merican 

 Buffet  Only
 $5.95 Tonight Only

 ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT
 From 4:00  p.m. to 8:00 p.m .

 This Is No April Fool’s Joke!
 Over 14 Hot Entrees – Soups, Salads, Desserts 

 & Much More!

with a vacuum system, expanding 
tissue to increase breast size. 

But the user must have patience. A 
woman would have to wear the bra ten 
consecutive hours a day for the maxi-
mum benefi t. She can also track her 
progress on the internet. 

The inventor of the bra feels there 
is a great market for “The Incredible 
Bra”, since half the population are 
women. The cost of the bra would be 
around $2,000 and that’s is about half 
the cost of breast augmentation sur-
gery. The company plans on hiring 50 
people to start and will have openings 
for models for their international cata-
log. They will also have a outlet store 
right at the plant. 

The Foundations Plus Manufactur-
ing company has proposed a ten year 
plan which would include installing 
computer chips in bras, making the 
possibilities endless. 

City Councilor Tom Bonovan was 
very excited about the new company 
coming to Berlin. “Now this feels good. 
It is a perfect fi t for Berlin, a company 
that will employ many out of work 
people,” said Bonovan. He also recom-
mended that a model of the bra be 
erected as a road sign showing direc-
tions to the company on Route 110. 

The Foundation Plus Manufactur-
ing Company is based in Bustin, Ohio 
and has been in the manufacturing of 
women and men’s bust foundations for 
the last 22 years.

BRA from page one

whom will produce cow power.
“When we were planning our plant in 

Berlin,” said Keen Power Development 
President M.E. Thane of his venture on 
the east side of the Androscoggin below 
the city wastewater treatment plant, 
“I took a second look at the forests up 
there. I could see that ten feet through 
the banks of trees deceptively left lining 
the roads so that nobody would know 
what was going on on the hillsides, 
there was nothing left but slash and 
raspberry bushes. Then I knew that no 
matter how many studies said there 
was still wood galore up north, the slash 
and burn guys had had their way with 
the forests and forget the big wood bio-
mass plants. Anyone who tells you dif-
ferent is whistling in the dark.”

Thane admits that modifying his 
plant plan will be costly, but having 
already committed so much time and 
money to the Berlin project—initially 
projected to cost some $100 million to 
develop and to employ some 25 people 
with an annual payroll just under $2 
million—he is determined.

Instead of one barn-like structure 
with three silos and a small windmill 
to provide some working energy for the 
complex, he will build three barns with 
additional silos. The barns will house a 
large herd of cows, thus creating a new 
milk source for the city and stimulat-
ing new industries to convert some of 
the milk to healthful product such as 
yogurt and cheeses. 

These cows and other animals (pigs 
are epic manure producers and much 
admired in the industry for this capac-

ity) will produce manure, which will be 
removed to anaerobic digesters, built to 
house the manure for 21 days at approx-
imately 101 degrees. At this tempera-
ture, bacteria will convert the manure 
to gas and other products. The gas will 
be piped to an electric generator where 
it will produce electricity which will be 
transmitted to a power grid and either 
distributed for use in the city or passed 
on to the New England grid. Dry solid 
wastes left behind in the digesters can 
be further processed for use as fertilizer 
or bedding for the animals.

Thane said he felt that the East Side 
was a particularly fortuitous site for his 
projected cow power project as the resi-
dents there are accustomed to draughts 
of methane-like breezes.

Thane conceded that adding two more 
barns will mean a major increase in the 
facility’s visibility, but he noted that in 
view of the fact that one cow’s product 
in a day is suffi cient for enough electric-
ity to light two 100-watt light bulbs, the 
plant will require a large herd to gener-
ate a profi t.

And after all, he noted, Berlin was 
fi rst settled by farming folk, so Keen 
Power Development is, in fact, a con-
tinuation of Berlin’s heritage.

Meanwhile, he said, the added benefi t 
to the city of steady employment to tend 
the Keen Power Development herd and 
also the large number of people who 
would be employed in the dairy and 
associated products companies would 
more than offset any aesthetic issues 
local residents might have with the 
plant and its effect on Berlin’s views-
hed.

COW from page one

work in Claremont.
Another Berlin native, Tim Coulombe, 

will join NEFH as site supervisor and a 
partner in the Berlin operations. Lac-
asse said he also expects to have a full-
time maintenance person here.

Lacasse said he has watched the 
Berlin market for two years but the 
rents were too low to cover the cost of 
both acquiring and rehabilitating prop-
erties here. The availability of funding 
from the Neighborhood Stabilization 
Program to cover the cost of rehabilitat-
ing the properties makes it fi nancially 
feasible for NEFH to get involved here. 
Lacasse stressed that his company will 
purchase all the properties it renovates 
using private capital. The federal funds 
will be used to cover all the rehabilita-
tion costs. 

Under the terms of the Neighborhood 
Stabilization Program, NEFH must 
hold the properties for 20 years. 

All new and rehabilitated properties 
must follow energy effi ciency guide-

lines including low fl ow fi xtures, effi -
cient heating, insulation, and compact 
fl uorescent lights. Each property will 
undergo an energy audit including a 
blower test and thermal imaging.

Lacasse said his company has already 
purchased the fi ve unit building at 632 
Champlain Street and is currently 
negotiating to buy a three unit apart-
ment building at 183 Grafton Street.

In rehabilitating properties, Lacasse 
said he will use use local labor and 
materials. As a private company, the 
properties owned by NEFH will pay 
property taxes. Lacasse said he believes 
revitalizing what are mostly vacant 
buildings will improve the appearance 
of highly visible sections of the city and 
promote neighborhood pride.

Coulombe said when he returned to 
Berlin to take a job at the state prison, 
many people who took jobs there did not 
want to live in Berlin because of a lack 
of good quality rental housing. He said 
nice housing will help the city attract 
employers.

BLIGHTED from page 3

LANCASTER — Close to one mil-
lion children are reported missing 
each year according to recent esti-
mates of the Department of Justice. 
Unfortunate but true.

• 450,000 children run away each 
year

• 300,000 children are abducted 
each year by family members

• More than 58,000 children are 
abducted every year by non family 
members

That is one child every 40 sec-
onds, yet less than two percent of 
parents had a copy of their child’s 
fi ngerprints to use in case of an 
emergency. The Kiwanis Clubs of 
Berlin, Colebrook and St. Johns-
bury, Vt., with the help of the Lan-
caster Police Department and Coos 
County Sheriff ’s Department are 
planning a community service ini-
tiative dedicating to changing these 
situations.

To increase the likelihood that 
more children are found each year, 
they are planning a Child Identity 
Program which provides the fami-
lies in the Lancaster area current, 
standardized, head-and-shoulder 
photo identifi cation, as well as a 
child’s vital statistics and valuable 
emergency information.

Each child will be photographed 
and professionally fi ngerprinted 
to be included in a packet which is 
designed specifi cally for the com-
munity. This packet will maintain 
information such as the child’s per-

sonal data, physical characteristics, 
medical history, dental i.d. charts, 
parent’s personal data, DNA, and 
other important information. The 
most important feature of the pack-
ets is the area which will allow a 
parent to include recent photographs 
of the child and an area which has 
the child’s fi ngerprints which will 
not change unless the child’s hand 
or fi ngers are injured, but DNA will 
always remain the same. Each child 
will also be given an ID card with 
specifi c emergency information. 
The kit will be kept at home by the 
parent or guardian. If ever needed, 
this ID kit will give authorities vital 
information to assist their efforts to 
locate a missing child.

Having the local Police Depart-
ment involved in this program 
guarantees that the information 
and fi ngerprints are of the utmost 
quality insuring usable date by the 
appropriate law enforcement agen-
cies and the National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children 
should the problem of a missing 
child hit home. Everyone benefi ts 
from this program. Because its 
important documentation that we 
all hope that we will never have 
to use, but it is there, when and if 
needed.

The Child Identity Program will 
be held on April 4, at the Colonel 
Town Community Center on High 
Street in Lancaster from 10 a.m. 
until 2 p.m.

Kiwanis Club to hold 
Child Identity Program
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